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I. Introduction  
 

1. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), in collaboration with the African Regional 

Mechanism for Major Groups and Other Stakeholders, organized a preparatory and capacity 

development workshop for major groups and other stakeholders in the Africa region, in 

preparation for the seventh session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development. 

The workshop aimed to strengthen the capacity of major groups and other stakeholders to 

articulate inputs to the follow-up and review of progress in implementing the 2030 Agenda at 

regional and global levels. It also helped the major groups and other stakeholders to prepare for 

the meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable development to be held from 6 to 

15 July 2021. The concept note for the workshop may be found in document 

ECA/RFSD/2021/WG/1 and the programme of work in document ECA/RFSD/2021/WG/2, 

both of which are available on the ECA website, at the address https://www.uneca.org/seventh-

session-of-the-africa-regional-forum-on-sustainable-development/major-groups-and-other. 

 

2. The seventh session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development took 

place in the context of unprecedented global health and economic crises caused by the COVID-

19 pandemic. The pandemic rolled back gains in economic development and made achieving 

the Goals by the 2030 deadline an increasingly challenging task. Accordingly, the session was 

designed to enable member States and other stakeholders to explore and propose a set of 

focused and workable solutions for building back better from COVID-19. In that regard, major 

groups and other stakeholders were called upon to ensure that post-COVID-19 recovery efforts 

were people-centred and that they left no one behind. The theme of the session was: “Building 

forward better: Towards a resilient and green Africa to achieve the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 

2063”. The Forum focused, in particular, on Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 

16 and 17 and the corresponding aspirations, goals and targets of Agenda 2063.  

II. Objectives of the workshop 
 

3. The workshop, held from 26 to 27 February 2021, was intended:  

(a) To brief major groups and other stakeholders on the follow-up and review process 

related to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with a particular focus on the nine selected 

Sustainable Development Goals;  

(b) To highlight and share contributions and experiences of major groups and other 

stakeholders in responding to the health and economic repercussions of the COVID-19 

pandemic in Africa;  

(c) To promote dialogue and consensus among the major groups and other stakeholders 

concerning actions to address the health and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

while accelerating implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063, with a particular 

focus on the nine Sustainable Development Goals that would be considered at the 2021 session 

of the high-level political forum. 

III. Attendance  
 

4. Representatives of the nine categories of major groups, namely women, children and 

young people; indigenous peoples; non-governmental organizations; local authorities; workers 

and trade unions; business and industry; the scientific and technological community; farmers; 

https://www.uneca.org/seventh-session-of-the-africa-regional-forum-on-sustainable-development/major-groups-and-other
https://www.uneca.org/seventh-session-of-the-africa-regional-forum-on-sustainable-development/major-groups-and-other
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and other stakeholder groups, including local communities, volunteer groups and foundations, 

migrants and their families, older persons and persons with disabilities, were invited to attend 

the workshop.  

IV. Opening and introductory session  
 

5. Thokozile Ruzvidzo, Director of the Gender, Poverty and Social Development Policy 

Division at ECA, facilitated the opening session and represented the Executive Secretary of 

ECA. She outlined the context in which such workshops had been held since 2015 and recalled 

the crucial role played by major groups and other stakeholders in implementing and reviewing 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063. The panellists at the opening session 

were, in addition to Ms. Ruzvidzo, Edouard Talnan, West and Central Africa Regional Office, 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and Kofi Kankam, Co-Chair, Africa Regional 

Mechanism for Major Groups and Other Stakeholders. 

 

6. In her opening remarks, delivered on behalf of the Executive Secretary, Ms. Ruzvidzo 

noted that progress by Africa towards the Sustainable Development Goals was slow. She 

described how the COVID-19 pandemic had negatively affected the achievement of most 

Goals, including by increasing poverty, unemployment and inequalities, although it had also 

had a positive impact on some Goals by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, pollution and other 

pressures on the planet. Other challenges impeding fulfilment of the two agendas included rapid 

population growth, the lack of financial resources to fund implementation efforts, ineffective 

governance structures and inadequate statistical systems. In conclusion, she commended the 

role played by major groups and other stakeholders, in particular the scientists and innovators, 

in responding to COVID-19 and urged them to scale up their efforts in contributing to the 

implementation of the two agendas.  

 

7. Mr. Talnan recalled that UNFPA had participated at the sixth session of the Forum and 

was actively engaged in the preparatory activities for the seventh session. UNFPA had led the 

drafting of the background paper on Goal 10, on reduced inequalities. The paper documented 

the mixed results in efforts to attain the Goals in Africa, due primarily to a lack of financial 

resources and poor planning. The COVID-19 pandemic had further derailed efforts to achieve 

the goals of the 2030 Agenda and aspirations of Agenda 2063. He reminded participants of the 

need to assess the impact of the pandemic on fulfilment of the two agendas and to formulate 

new approaches to the unique challenges that it posed and safeguard the progress already made. 

UNFPA and ECA had planned to hold a parallel session at the Forum to discuss 

recommendations to the high-level political forum.  

 

8. Mr. Kankam expressed gratitude to the Government of the Congo for hosting the Forum 

and to ECA and members of the Africa Regional Mechanism for Major Groups and Other 

Stakeholders for its organization. He called upon speakers to address the response by major 

groups and other stakeholders to the COVID-19 pandemic at national, regional and global 

levels. He also informed participants that the Africa Regional Mechanism had been admitted 

to the major group and other stakeholder coordination mechanism at the high-level political 

forum. In conclusion, he thanked the previous committee of the Africa Regional Mechanism 

and urged participants to engage in fruitful discussions over the course of the following two 

days. 
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V. Session 2: Impact of COVID-19 on the implementation in Africa of the 

2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 and the role of major groups and other 

stakeholders in ensuring a just recovery 
 

A. Introduction  

 

9. Edith Madela-Mntla, Senior Lecturer and Head of Community Engagement, Department 

of Family Medicine, University of Pretoria, chaired and moderated the sessions. In her opening 

remarks, she welcomed participants and outlined the objectives of the session. Those included: 

assessing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the implementation in Africa of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the goals of Agenda 2063; showcasing the contribution of 

major groups and other stakeholders to the recovery from the pandemic; and identifying lessons 

learned from the pandemic in promoting resilience to future crises. She then introduced the 

session panellists, who comprised Paul Okumu, Head of Secretariat, African Platform; Lucy 

Mulenkei, Executive Director, Indigenous Information Networks, Founder Indigenous Women 

and Biodiversity Network; Omolara Balogun, Head of Policy Influencing and Advocacy, West 

Africa Civil Society Institute; and Mwangi Waituru, Policy and Advocacy Advisor and 

Representative of Voluntary Service Overseas to the African Union.  

 

B. Presentations 

 

10. Ms. Madela-Mntla gave a presentation on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in 

South Africa and the Government’s response, focusing on the South African experience in 

dealing with the spread of the new coronavirus, as the country the worst affected by COVID-

19 in Africa. Where containment measures were concerned, the Government had imposed 

restrictions on movement, public gatherings, schools, churches and the sale of alcohol, with 

devastating consequences for the economy. To mitigate the negative impact of those measures, 

the Government had rolled out a stimulus package worth 500 billion rand. It had also 

established an alert system to monitor the spread of the virus and had increased testing capacity 

and the numbers of medical personnel. In June 2020, trials for a candidate vaccine had started, 

and the Government had announced a vaccination strategy in February 2021. Efforts to contain 

the virus had been hampered, however, by a new variant resistant to some vaccines.  

 

11. Mr. Okumu focused on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on African economies, in 

particular on commodity trade, tourism and travel. Governments’ response to the pandemic in 

Africa had also exacerbated their external debt burden, while their access to foreign direct 

investments and their revenues from the export of primary commodities had declined. Some 

governments had taken advantage of restrictions to curb the spread of the coronavirus as an 

excuse to reduce the civic space in their countries. Furthermore, civil society in Africa faced 

existential threats due to deep cuts in revenues. He denounced the practice referred to as 

“vaccine nationalism” and the use of COVID-19 vaccines to pursue geopolitical goals. In 

conclusion, he called on civil society stakeholders to challenge vaccine nationalism and 

diplomacy and to challenge non-tariff barriers to trade and free movement, such as vaccine 

certification, when not everyone had access to vaccines. He also called for efforts to scale up 

technology innovation in Africa and more solidarity among African civil society stakeholders 

to ensure their sustainability. 

 

12. Ms. Mulenkei described the challenges that indigenous people, such as pastoralists and 

hunters, faced in gaining access to information on COVID-19 because they lived largely in 

remote areas. Various measures to prevent the spread of the virus, including wearing masks, 
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washing hands and physical distancing, were difficult to implement within those communities. 

As a consequence of lockdowns, many people had lost their jobs and had had to return to their 

home villages, creating tensions and increasing gender-based violence, among other problems. 

Civil society organizations had stepped in to provide sanitation services, disseminating accurate 

information on the pandemic and raising awareness among communities on how to protect 

themselves. Mobile telephony operators in Kenya had also played a crucial role in connecting 

communities. Some of the lessons learned from that experience included improving 

collaboration among civil society stakeholders and valuing traditional medicines used in 

indigenous communities.  

 

13. Ms. Balogun described the impact of COVID-19 in particular in West African countries, 

where it had worsened gender-based, educational and digital inequalities. Government 

responses to the pandemic had also diverted resources from key social sectors such as 

education, health and gender. She decried the approach of some governments which had taken 

advantage of the pandemic to further restrict the civic space by curtailing civil society activities 

and undermining democratic elections and human rights principles. Furthermore, government 

responses had largely ignored civil society, notwithstanding the crucial support that it was 

rendering to communities during the pandemic. For instance, in Ghana, civil society groups 

had raised funds to support families in financial difficulties due to the pandemic. Looking ahead 

to the future, she urged major groups and other stakeholders to campaign for government 

recognition as important partners in development processes. She also called on civil society to 

equip itself with tools to leverage information and communication technologies and to advocate 

equity in access to COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

14. Mr. Waituru discussed the contributions made by volunteers to essential health-care and 

nutrition services during the pandemic. He drew on the lessons learned during the Ebola 

epidemic, where the number of deaths due to lack of access to critical health-care services was 

higher than that of deaths from the Ebola virus itself. For instance, expectant women had died 

as a consequence of lack of access to essential maternity services. Access to services to treat 

chronic and infectious diseases, including AIDS and tuberculosis, was also limited. Some of 

the factors contributing to that limited access included restrictions on movement, high infection 

rates among health-care workers, the stock-out of essential medical supplies such as personal 

protective equipment, the repurposing of medical facilities to treat COVID-19 patients, delays 

in care-seeking, the circulation of rumours, increased costs of care, forced displacements, 

floods, outbreaks of other diseases and economic downturn. In response, volunteers had worked 

with the World Health Organization and UNFPA to develop guidelines for the continuation of 

essential services and to establish mechanisms for reporting disruptions. He recommended 

efforts to mobilize millions of volunteers and to plan, harness and support volunteering activity 

in all its dimensions in pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

C. Discussion  

 

15. In the ensuing discussion, participants urged African governments to work with major 

groups and other stakeholders in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic and in achieving 

sustainable development. They similarly called upon civil society stakeholders to go beyond 

holding governments accountable and to support them in addressing inequalities and pricing 

disparities in access to COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

16. Participants raised concerns about misinformation, denialism and politics surrounding 

COVID-19 in some African countries, which had hampered efforts to eradicate the pandemic.  



 

5 

 

17. Participants called for improved efforts to organize civil society at national, regional and 

continental levels, including by transforming the Forum from a body which held annual 

meetings into a continuous process of engagement.  

 

D. Recommendations  

 

18. Panellists and participants called for:  

 

(a) Equity in access to COVID-19 vaccines and the fair pricing of vaccines to ensure 

that everyone who so wishes can be vaccinated; 

(b) Increased solidarity and collaboration among African civil society stakeholders to 

ensure their sustainability; 

(c) Recognition by governments of civil society stakeholders as important partners in 

development processes; 

(d) Harnessing and supporting volunteering activity to continue efforts in pursuit of the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

VI. Session 3: Role of technology and innovation in the recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic in Africa 
 

A. Introduction 

 

19. Martin Manuhwa, Chair of the Capacity Building Committee of the World Federation of 

Engineering Organizations (WFEO) and former President of the Federation of African 

Engineer Organizations, chaired the session and moderated its discussions. In his opening 

remarks, he outlined the objectives of the session, namely, to highlight the role that technology 

and innovation had played and could play in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic in 

Africa; and to provide an opportunity for experts to share experiences and lessons in technology 

and innovation to respond to COVID-19 in Africa. He noted the tendencies by African countries 

to seek technology solutions outside the continent, rather than tap into the human capital of 

their scientists and the potential of their young population. Young people in Africa could 

leverage science, technology and innovation to leapfrog other continents, significantly 

contribute to its development and protect the environment. He highlighted the role of 

engineering in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, using the principles of science 

and mathematics to develop practical solutions in such areas as food, water, the environment, 

sustainable cities and natural disaster response. In conclusion, he appealed to participants to 

encourage young people and young women, in particular, to build careers in science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics as they were key driving forces in attainment of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

20. He introduced the panel of experts, which comprised Ambrose Chikukwa, of Bentley 

Systems Inc., Carlien Bou-Chedid, President of the Federation of African Engineer 

Organizations, Daniel Nyanganyura, Regional Director of the International Science Council 

Regional Office for Africa, and Len Kalane, Chair of MAICO Group and PiE Digital. 
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B. Presentations 

 

21. Mr. Chikukwa lamented the lack of infrastructure in Africa, which posed a major 

challenge to economic development. One of the contributory reasons for that problem was the 

lack of accurate information on delivering infrastructure projects. He proposed a digital 

representation of physical infrastructure to resolve the problem by facilitating stakeholder 

engagement (engineering, planners, architects) throughout the lifecycle of projects. In addition, 

sharing information at an earlier stage could reduce the costs associated with repairing ageing 

infrastructure.  

 

22. Ms. Bou-Chedid focused on the potential role of women in engineering in Africa, calling 

for the creation of a conducive environment for women to take advantage of emerging 

technologies. She noted how small-scale businesswomen were leveraging digital technologies 

to reach their customers during lockdowns and to access banking services. The increased 

involvement of African women in science, technology, engineering and mathematics had 

enormous potential in addressing the many challenges faced by the continent and achieving 

sustainable development. The active involvement of African women in the development of 

medical equipment and other technological responses to COVID-19 was indispensable.  

 

23. Mr. Nyanganyura focused on responses to the health, economic and social consequences 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, urging Africa to go beyond incremental changes and adopt 

transformational approaches to build forward better. Science, technology and innovation were 

key to reducing the continent’s reliance on solutions from outside with little African input. 

Those solutions, often based on source material from Africa, were resold to Africans at 

exorbitant prices. He stressed the importance of leveraging the indigenous knowledge of Africa 

and resources to develop home-grown solutions to its problems. Indigenous people, who were 

the custodians of that knowledge, should play a key role in that endeavour. In conclusion, he 

stressed the need for a multi-stakeholder approach and partnerships with the government to 

encourage science, technology, and innovation to tackle the problems of Africa.  

 

24. Mr. Kalane pointed out to participants that videoconferencing technologies were no 

longer a luxury but a necessity for virtual meetings, remote work and schooling. He described 

how MAICO and PiE were collaborating with African governments and the African Union to 

achieve “the Africa we want”.  

 

C. Discussion 

 

25. Participants noted that the colonial experience in Africa had led to the undervaluation of 

the continent’s indigenous knowledge and the adoption of Western knowledge systems. 

Advocacy to restore the value of African indigenous knowledge was therefore required, if 

Africa was to establish its excellence and Africans were to innovate.  

 

26. Participants highlighted the importance of African scientists and urged governments to 

value their contributions and increase their investment in science and technology. On that 

context, they noted with commendation that South African scientists were developing two 

COVID-19 vaccine candidates locally.  

 

27. Participants also stressed the importance of linkages between the academic and industrial 

sectors to ensure that research translated into viable products. They also urged African 

governments to address the many barriers to women in science.  
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D. Recommendations  

 

28. Panellists and participants called for:  

 

(a) Efforts to promote the uptake of science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

among young Africans, in particular women, in addressing the many challenges facing the 

continent and achieving sustainable development; 

(b) Restoration of African indigenous knowledge and resources to develop home-

grown solutions to the problems facing Africa; 

(c) More collaboration between African governments and universities, with a view to 

leveraging science, technology and innovation to address the problems of Africa. 

VII. Session 4: Role and place of major groups and other stakeholders in 

the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 

2063 
 

A. Introduction  

 

29. Stefano Prato, Managing Director, Society for International Development, and co-chair 

of the steering group of the Major Groups and Other Stakeholders Coordination Mechanism of 

the high-level political forum on sustainable development, chaired the session and its 

deliberations. He explained that the session’s objective was to facilitate mutual learning 

through presentations and discussion on how major groups and other stakeholders could 

optimize their roles in voluntary national review processes, with the aim of accelerating 

progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals and the goals of Agenda 2063. The 

session would also focus on interlinkages among the different levels of dialogue, from global 

to local levels. 

  

30. He introduced the session panellists, who comprised Mr. Manuhwa, George Osei-

Bimpeh, Co-Chair, Ghana Civil Society Organizations Platform on Sustainable Development 

Goals, Stephen Chacha, Executive Director of the Africa Philanthropic Foundation and Co-

Convener of the Tanzania Sustainable Development Platform, and Linda Tatenda Mtare, Youth 

Advocate from Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) Zimbabwe, Youth Engagement Action 

Team (YEAT). 

 

B. Presentations 

 

31. Mr. Prato raised three key points in his opening presentation, to frame the panel’s 

discussions: the first was the evolution of the composition of the major groups and other 

stakeholders constituency from the original nine groups at the Earth Summit in 1992 to the 

current more inclusive platform of 21 groups, which played a critical role in the follow-up and 

review of the 2030 Agenda. The second was the need to go beyond implementation challenges 

to the 2030 Agenda and to consider policy and systemic challenges as well. Those included 

development traps facing developing countries, such as wealth and resource exploitation and 

neo-colonial tendencies. The third was the need for the major groups and other stakeholders to 

go beyond seeking inclusion in meetings and to campaign for inclusion in policymaking.  

 

32. In the ensuing presentations, Mr. Manuhwa identified as the main challenges the 

marginalization of local professionals in reporting processes and performance evaluation, the 
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insufficient focus on the efforts required by those processes, the lack of data, the lack of 

incentives, transparency and capacity, and the mistrust between governments and civil society. 

 

33. Mr. Osei-Bimpeh drew attention to such problems as the lack of awareness of the 2030 

Agenda, including in the media, and the poor coordination among different government 

agencies in charge of efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. He also deplored 

the failure by stakeholders and governments to draw lessons from experience of implementing 

the 2030 Agenda in different countries and the fact that the engagement of major groups and 

other stakeholders in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda was event-driven rather 

than continuous.  

 

34. Mr. Chacha remarked on the limited stakeholder engagement in the voluntary national 

review processes, the poor quality of data generated by civil society organizations, and the 

failure to institutionalize stakeholder engagement in voluntary national reviews. He also noted 

the disconnect between stakeholders engaged in the review processes at the regional and global 

levels and those involved in implementation at the national level. 

 

35. Ms. Mtare highlighted the lack of awareness of voluntary national reviews among young 

people, in particular young women, and the lack of funding to support youth engagement in 

data collection and the validation of voluntary national review reports. She also drew attention 

to the lack of capacity by stakeholders that would enable them to understand the linkages 

between the three levels of follow-up and review and their roles. 

 

C. Discussion 

 

36. In the ensuing discussion, it was argued that the emphasis on the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda at the national level and considerable time and resources spent assessing the 

country progress in many respects were to some extent misplaced. The reality was that systemic 

obstacles to progress were more often than not beyond the national space or at least not confined 

to that space. Some African countries have become trapped in poverty by the effects of the 

global economy and trade, the increasing concentration of technology in the hands of a few key 

players, external debt, dependency on primary commodities, shrinking fiscal spaces and illicit 

financial flows. To a large extent, it was global players who determined how fast progress could 

be achieved at the local levels. Accordingly, major groups and other stakeholders were urged 

to demand changes in those global dynamics.  

 

D. Recommendations  

 

37. Panellists and participants called on civil society:  

(a) To claim its place in policy spaces where policy and systemic challenges to 

achieving the 2030 Agenda are addressed; 

(b) To disseminate information on the 2030 Agenda to young people and marginalized 

groups; 

(c) To focus on Agenda 2063 so that it is not superseded by the 2030 Agenda; 

(d) To plan properly for voluntary national review processes; 

(e) To demand changes in global dynamics in trade and economies that affect the 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals at local and national levels. 
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VIII. Session 5: Role and place of major groups and other stakeholders in 

the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 

2063 
 

A. Introduction  

 

38. The session was moderated by Mr. Osei-Bimpeh. In his opening remarks, he highlighted 

the objectives of the session, namely, to consider the capacity-building of major groups and 

other stakeholders to draft shadow reports on voluntary local and national reviews produced by 

their respective governments; the introduction of major groups and other stakeholders to the 

People’s Scorecard toolkit; and the role of major groups and other stakeholders in ensuring that 

no one was left behind. 

 

39. The panellists in the session comprised Oliver Henman, Global Coordinator, Action for 

Sustainable Development; Florence Syevuo, Country Coordinator, SDG Kenya Forum; Rose 

Pélagie Masso, Deputy National Coordinator, Cameroun Écologie, Cameroon; and Lusanda 

Batala, Sector Expert, Regional Integration, Department of Planning, Monitoring and 

Evaluation, South Africa. 

 

B. Presentations 

 

40. Mr. Henman presented the People’s Scorecard, a tool that enabled civil society 

stakeholders independently to assess progress in implementing the 2030 Agenda. Surveys 

showed that many countries had formalized their engagement with civil society stakeholders, 

although more needed to be done to ensure that no one was left behind. Civil society 

stakeholders had also expressed the need for improvements in coordination of their work, 

independent analysis of progress and the use of citizen-generated data and had further requested 

enhanced support for stakeholders, including resources and capacity development. He 

reaffirmed his organization’s support for civil society coalitions in voluntary national review 

parallel reporting, thus ensuring that the voices of those coalitions were included and heard in 

official processes. 

 

41. Ms. Masso shared the experience of the African Women’s Network for Community 

Management of Forests in its engagement in voluntary national review processes in Cameroon 

in 2019. The network had first taken part in the validation workshop of the voluntary national 

review report, following which it had collaborated with other civil society organizations in 

drafting a voluntary national review parallel report. Their experience had pointed to a lack of 

awareness of the Government’s work on the Sustainable Development Goals and slow progress 

in tackling climate change. The network called for better communication on government work 

on the Sustainable Development Goals, increased funding to tackle climate change and 

improved stakeholder engagement, in particular with the involvement of women, in Sustainable 

Development Goal processes in Cameroon. In conclusion, she appealed to governments to form 

partnerships with civil society to raise public awareness of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 

and for more resources to be allocated to work by civil society in fulfilling the two agendas. 

 

42. Ms. Syevuo shared the experience of the SDG Kenya Forum in voluntary national review 

processes in Kenya. The organization had appended its reports to the official voluntary national 

reviews by the Government in 2017 and 2020 and had produced a progress report in 2019. Key 

lessons learned from that experience included, first, the need to continuously build the capacity 

of civil society in the voluntary national review process; second, the use of citizen-generated 
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data to drive the collection of more Sustainable Development Goal data for voluntary national 

review reporting; third, the need to invest in evidence-based reporting; fourth, wider 

dissemination of voluntary national review processes to ensure that citizen voices were heard; 

and, fifth, the need to improve stakeholder collaboration on data collection and analysis. 

 

43. Mr. Batala imparted the experience gained by South Africa in coordinating the voluntary 

national review process. He highlighted the need for collaboration and partnership between 

governments, civil society, the private sector and other stakeholders to fulfil the two agendas 

and incorporate them into national development plans. The approach taken by South Africa to 

voluntary national reviews was to include all national stakeholders and ensure that no one was 

left behind. That entailed consultation with the private sector, civil society and the academic 

sector. Among the lessons learned from the South African experience was that enhanced 

collaboration between the government, the private sector, civil society and development 

partners and advanced planning were crucial to the success of the voluntary national review 

reporting process.  

 

C. Discussion 

 

44. The ensuing discussion focused on the need for enhanced stakeholder engagement in 

voluntary national review processes, including parallel reporting, increased capacity 

development and funding for civil society and other stakeholders, improved awareness-raising 

on the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063, continued collaboration and partnerships between 

stakeholders and between governments and stakeholders, and the use of citizen-generated data. 

 

D. Recommendations  

 

45. Panellists and participants called for:  

 

(a) Enhanced support for stakeholders, including resources and capacity development;  

(b) Enhanced collaboration between governments and civil society to raise the popular 

awareness of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063; 

(c) Use of citizen-generated data to drive the collection of Sustainable Development 

Goal data for voluntary national review reporting; 

(d) Investment in evidence-based reporting; 

(e) Enhanced collaboration between the government, the private sector, civil society 

and development partners, and advanced planning to ensure a successful voluntary national 

review reporting process. 
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IX. Session 6: Discussion in breakout groups on the views and key 

messages of the major groups and other stakeholders on the sub-

themes of the seventh session of the Africa Regional Forum on 

Sustainable Development 
 

A. Introduction  

 

46. Five breakout sessions were organized to discuss key messages of the major groups and 

other stakeholders on the sub-themes of the seventh session of the Africa Regional Forum on 

Sustainable Development and to produce five sets of key messages to be included in the 

outcome document. The sub-themes discussed and the Sustainable Development Goals covered 

were the following: 

 

(a) Sub-theme of people, covering Goal 1, on no poverty, Goal 2, on zero hunger, and 

Goal 3, on good health and well-being;  

(b) Sub-theme of prosperity, covering Goal 8, on decent work and economic growth, 

and Goal 10, on reduced inequalities;  

(c) Sub-theme of the planet, covering Goal 12, on responsible consumption and 

production, and Goal 13, on climate action;  

(d) Sub-theme of peace, covering Goal 16, on peace, justice and strong institutions;  

(e) Sub-theme on partnership, covering Goal 17, on partnerships for the Goals.  

 

B. Discussion 

 

47. Each of the five sub-themes was taken up in a group discussion. Following that 

discussion, the chair of each of the respective groups organized an online consultation, with a 

view to agreeing on key messages before the Forum was convened. The summary of key 

messages from the breakout sessions, as subsequently adopted by the Forum, may be found in 

the annex to the present report.  
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Annex 

Key messages 
 

 Following its consideration of the perspectives of major groups and stakeholders on 

sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 crisis and implementation of the 2030 Agenda and 

Agenda 2063 and in the light of its ensuing discussion, the Forum agreed on the following key 

messages:1  

(a) In respect of Goal 1, on no poverty, Goal 2, on zero hunger, and Goal 3, on good 

health and well-being, member States are urged: 

(i) To ensure that equity, inclusion, and non-discrimination underpin all efforts to 

recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and to report regularly, with disaggregated data, 

on the progress made in reaching the most deprived and marginalized people; 

(ii) To promote land tenure security for local and indigenous women and provide 

support to small farmers; 

(iii) To strengthen public investment, in line with agreed targets, and the provision of 

high-quality, inclusive, accessible and affordable health and long-term care, nutrition, 

education and social protection services; 

(iv) To increase mechanisms for meaningful and inclusive participation of all 

stakeholders in decision-making, implementation and accountability processes around 

the 2030 Agenda, Agenda 2063 and COVID-19 response and recovery strategies, 

including the COVID-19 vaccines; 

 (b) In respect of Goal 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and Goal 10 (Reduced 

inequalities), member States are urged: 

(i) To implement inclusive and gender-responsive economic policies;  

(ii) To design and implement employment and macroeconomic policies and 

strategies that create decent jobs for young people and women; 

(iii) To strengthen national labour laws and policies to ensure that vulnerable and 

marginalized groups are protected;  

(iv) To align national legislation and policies with international standards and 

norms, ensuring that all forms of exploitation are criminalized and that penalties 

are sufficiently stringent and commensurate with the penalties imposed for other 

serious offences; 

 (c) In respect of Goal 12 (Responsible consumption and production) and Goal 13 

(Climate action), member States are urged: 

(i) To strengthen environmental laws in line with international environmental 

law frameworks and build the capacity of national institutions to monitor adherence 

to those laws; 

(ii) To accelerate climate action by integrating climate measures in COVID-19 

recovery plans, policies and strategies;  

(iii) To strengthen waste management mechanisms, including waste from 

COVID-19-related products;  

                                                      
1 As set out in document ECA/RSFD/2021/15, section Q. 
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(iv) To strengthen national disaster management systems to deal with emerging 

climate change-related and natural disasters;  

(v) To strengthen and promote indigenous knowledge systems; 

(vi) To ensure a just transition to low-carbon, circular production models; 

 (d) In respect of Goal 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions), member States are 

urged:  

(i) To strengthen existing or establish new multi-stakeholder mechanisms at all 

levels to ensure full representation, equality and leadership of all categories of 

citizens; 

(ii) To uphold democracy, the rule of law and human rights; 

(iii) To ensure independent, transparent and peaceful elections in conformity 

with international human rights and democratic standards;  

(iv) To strengthen regional collective efforts to resolve violent conflict within 

and between African countries and combat terrorism, insurgencies and armed 

groups; 

(v) To ensure human security, in particular in humanitarian settings, and invest 

in proactive government systems that minimize crises; 

 (e) In respect of Goal 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), member States are urged: 

(i) To design and implement a multi-stakeholder approach that harmonizes the 

2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063, fosters the participation and contribution of all 

sectors, major groups and other stakeholders and ensures that no one is left behind; 

(ii) To invest in data-gathering and processing institutions and to recognize 

citizen-generated data and research, in order to resolve the data-paucity problem 

and to benchmark and monitor progress in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

and Agenda 2063; 

(iii) To adopt clear financing mechanisms for the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda and Agenda 2063 and to fulfil the research and development commitments 

of the African Union; 

(iv) To resolve the issue of shrinking civic space and the overregulation of civil 

society organizations and trade unions; 

(v) To build the capacity of African civil society to deliver on structured 

partnerships based on win-win engagements; 

(vi) To mobilize funding in support of local communities, including rural 

women, to ensure their effective and direct participation in efforts to attain the 

Sustainable Development Goals, the preparation of voluntary national reviews and 

shadow reporting. 

 

_____________________ 

 


